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Figure 7: All arrest events for motor vehicle and driving offences, by sex, 2006
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(a) 96 cases of unknown sex are included in the percentage calculations, but not shown.

For all arrest events in 2006 for which the most serious offence was burglary or other theft-related offences,

almost one third (32.9%) involved theft (not motor vehicles), over one quarter (27.6%) involved burglary

offences (residential or commercial premises), 11.2 percent involved fraud, 6.3 percent involved vehicle theft

and 5.6 percent involved receiving/handling stolen goods. Figure 8 describes these arrest events, by the

Indigenous status of the offender. After excluding cases of unknown Indigenous status, Indigenous people

accounted for 55.0 percent of arrests for burglary offences, 46.0 percent of arrests for vehicle theft, 36.7

percent of arrests for other thefts and 33.8 percent of arrests for receiving. However, Indigenous people were

arrested much less frequently than non-Indigenous people for fraud offences - only 16.6 percent of such

arrests involved Indigenous people.

Figure 8: All arrests for burglary/theft offences, by Indigenous status, 2006
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393 cases of unknown Indigenous status are excluded.

Tables 11 and 14 at the end of the chapter show all arrest events by offence type, age, sex and Indigenous

status of the arrestee. See Table 17 for a breakdown of arrest processing by sex, Indigenous status and

offence group.



Police Arrests and Juvenile Cautions - 2006

Distinct Persons Arrested

During 2006, the 36,811 distinct persons charged by police averaged 1.6 arrests per person

which is the same as in 2005.

I

The number of distinct Indigenous persons arrested increased by 2.4 percent to 10,390 and the number of

distinct non-indigenous persons arrested decreased by 4.6 percent to 24,447 during 2006. The number of

distinct juveniles arrested increased by 7.3 percent to 3,282 and the number of adults arrested increased

slightly to 33,518 during 2006. In 2006, the prevalence rate of distinct male arrestees was 3,197.0 per

100,000 male residents (aged ten years or over) and correspondingly was 849.0 for females. The ratio of

these two prevalence rates equates to the degree of over-representation within the population; thus, within

all distinct persons arrested, the over-representation of males, compared with females, was 3.8.

Table 2 illustrates trends in the number of persons arrested over the period 1996 to 2006, broken down by

Indigenous status, sex and age status (juvenile/adult). The percentage of distinct persons who were

Indigenous increased steadily within this period and in 2006 29.8 percent of all distinct persons arrested were

Indigenous.

Table 2: Distinct persons arrested for Indigenous status, sex, and age status, 1996-2006

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Distinct persons arrested 36,166 36,883 34,788 35,095 36,222 35,256 33,505 31490 34,473 36,447 36,811

Indigenous Status

Indigenous 7,192 7,821 8,238 8,164 8,11 8,301 8,608 8,754 9,909 10,147 10,390

Non-Indigenous 28,467 28,516 26,083 25,376 25141 25,952 24,187 22,003 23817 25,635 24447

% Indigenous 20.2 215 240 243 244 242 26.2 285 294 284 29.8
Sex

Males 29,144 29,353 27,651 27,679 28,371 27,818 26,214 24528 26,927 28,765 28,852

Females 6,909 7,436 7,045 7,331 7,523 7,344 7,237 6,903 7471 7476 7,560

%Male 80.8 79.8 79.7 79.1 79.0 79.1 784 78.0 78.3 794 79.2
Age Status

Juveniles 3,006 3,156 3,132 3,484 3,341 3,173 2,944 2,954 2,989 3,059 3,282

Adults 33,173 33,748 31681 31494 32,552 32,001 30,508 28,492 31433 33,354 33,518

% Juveniles 8.3 8.6 9.0 10.0 9.3 9.0 8.8 9.4 8.7 84 8.9

Estimates of the annual prevalence of arrests by Indigenous status for Western Australia are shown in Figure
9. It shows the percentage of Indigenous persons in Western Australia who were arrested and the percentage
of non-Indigenous persons who were arrested for the period 1996 to 2006. Notwithstanding minor variations,
the arrest rates show an slight decreasing trend for non-Indigenous persons over the period and a marginal
increase for Indigenous persons. Figure 10 depicts the over-representation of Indigenous arrestees, compared
with non-Indigenous arrestees over the period. The Indigenous over-representation shows a marked
increasing trend from a factor of 5.4 in 1996 to 7.5 in 2006.
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Figure 9: Distinct persons arrested, per 100 persons, by Indigenous status, 1996-20068
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Figure 10: Indigenous over-representation among all persons arrested, 1996-2006
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Figures 11a-d show the trends in the numbers of distinct persons arrested for each of the four sub-groups of
age status and sex, by Indigenous status, for the period 1996 to 2006. They show some consistency with
respect to differences between the numbers of Indigenous and non-Indigenous arrestees; that is, the
numbers of Indigenous arrestees between 1996 and 2006 show increasing trends for each of the four sub-
groups of age status and sex, while the numbers of non-Indigenous arrestees show overall decreasing trends,
with some intra-series variations, for each sub-group, respectively. In particular, from 2001 the numbers of

Indigenous arrestees show greater increases.

8. The percentage of the population arrested is calculated as a rate per 100 residents of the relevant
population. Estimates for Indigenous populations 1996 to 2006 are taken from Table 10 in Australian
Demographic Statistics (ADS), Sep. 2007 (ABS Cat. No. 3101.0). Estimates for Total populations: for 1996,
is taken from ADS, Mar. 2002; for 1997 to 2001, are taken from ADS, Sep. 2002, and for 2002 to 2006, are
taken from ADS, Sep. 2007. Estimates for non-Indigenous populations 1996 to 2006 are calculated from the
above-mentioned estimates. Note that estimates for the 1996 to 2006 Indigenous populations and the 2002
to 2006 Total populations have been revised here since the publication of Crime and Justice Statistics in
Western Australia, 2005.
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Figure 11a-d: Trends in distinct persons arrested, by sex, age status and Indigenous
status, 1996-2006
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For juveniles, the numbers of non-Indigenous arrestees were fairly stable from 1996 to 1999, but then
decreased markedly until 2002, before entering another period of stability. Over the same period, the number
of arrests of Indigenous juveniles showed a general increasing trend. Interestingly, the number of juvenile
Indigenous female arrestees (Figure 11d) decreased from 2004 to 2006, yet the number of non-Indigenous

arrestees increased, which contrasts with the graphs of the three other sub-groups.

For adults, the numbers of male and female non-Indigenous arrestees have generally decreased. However,
the numbers of male and female Indigenous arrestees have increased steadily. These increases are due

mostly to increases in offences against the person and justice and good order offences, especially since 1999.

The proportion of all arrestees who were Indigenous increased from 1996 to 2006. For all males, the
proportion that were Indigenous increased from 18.0 percent in 1996 to 26.0 percent in 2006; and for all
females the Indigenous proportion increased from 29.4 percent in 1996 to 44.5 percent in 2006. The
Indigenous proportions for all female arrestees were consistently and significantly higher than for all male

arrestees.

Excluding 1,974 cases (5.4%) where Indigenous status was not known, over one quarter of all distinct
persons arrested (29.8%) were Indigenous. However, while over one quarter (27.9%) of adults arrested were
Indigenous, one half (50.5%) of juveniles arrested were Indigenous (excluding cases of unknown Indigenous

status).
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4.1 Age of Distinct Persons Arrested

Over half (55.8%) of all distinct persons arrested in 2006 were aged between 15 and 30 years, a small
percentage were under 15 years (2.3%) and about one tenth (10.2%) were over 45 years. The average age
of all persons arrested was 29.3 years, but was somewhat younger (28.5 years) for Indigenous people. The
average age for females (30.0 years) was slightly older than for males (29.2 years). See Tables 12 and 15 for

a breakdown of offence type by age, Indigenous status and sex.

Rates of arrest were 1,418.2 per 100,000 for juveniles (persons aged 10 to 17) and 2,187.1 per 100,000
adults. As Table 3 shows, the risks of arrest were at their highest (at 6,682.6 per 100,000) amongst those
persons aged 18 or 19 years.

Table 3: Age-specific rates of arrest per 100,000 persons, 2006

Age Group @ Persons arrested ® Males arrested Females arrested
n rate n rate n rate

10-14 862 6010 641 862.7 74 2517
B-7 2419 2,7516 1867 4,089.9 476 1126.3
18-19 3,939 6,682.6 3,165 10,435.9 712 2/488.1
20-24 8,326 5,586.0 6,788 8,787.1 1463 2,037.6
25-29 5,856 4,238.9 4,645 6,573.4 1167 17293
30-34 4,955 3,385.8 3,755 5,070.4 1173 1622.7
35-39 3,958 25527 2,976 3,784.2 963 1260.3
40-44 2,747 1754.7 2,036 25835 692 890.1
45-49 1685 1104.7 1306 1705.8 368 484.5
50-54 979 696.6 775 1094.1 195 279.7
55-59 571 446.1 467 2.2 100 160.2
60-64 286 3025 238 489.4 46 100.2
65-69 120 1624 01 2721 16 435
70+ 96 57.3 82 ma2 “u 19
Adult (18 or older) 33518 2871 26,334 3.366.6 6,909 9208
Juvenile (I0to 17) 3,281 1418.2 2,508 2,090.8 650 583.5
All (10 or older) 36,799 2,053.0 28,842 3,197.0 7,559 849.0
(a) 11 cases of unknown age have been excluded from this table.

(b) Figures for 'Persons arrested' included cases of unknown sex.

4.2 Most Serious Offence of Distinct Persons Arrested®

Almost one third (31.1%) of distinct persons arrested in 2006 were charged with offences against the person
as their most serious offence in the counting period, and almost one quarter (24.0%) were charged with good
order offences, which includes weapons, explosives, public order and justice procedures offences. The most
serious offences for the remainder of distinct persons charged were comprised of burglary and stealing
offences, including motor vehicle theft, fraud and receiving (18.4%), road traffic and motor vehicle regulatory
offences, mostly, exceeding the blood alcohol limit, (11.2%), drug offences (9.4%), property damage (3.9%)

and other offences (1.9%). Figure 12 shows the breakdown of most serious offences for distinct persons
arrested.

9. The offence categories in this section are based on the divisions in the Australian Standard Offence
Classification (see ABS Cat. 1234.0), whereas prior to the 2005 Report they were based on the Australian
National Classification of Offences. Thus, the number of offences shown in each category is not strictly
comparable with those from earlier Reports, even though the category names are similar. In particular,
offences against the person now includes driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs and dangerous or
negligent driving, whereas previously they were included under the vehicle/driving category.
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Table 10: All offence counts, by offence, juvenile/adult status, sex and Indigenous status®

(a) 41 cases of unknown age and a further 953 cases of unknown sex are excluded
(b) J = Juvenile, A = Adult
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Table 11: All arrest events, by offence, juvenile/adult status, sex and Indigenous status®

Male Female
Indigenous Non- Unknown Indigenous Non- Unknown
Indigenous Indigenous

Offences J® A® J A J A J A b] A J A Total

Murder 1 5 - 5 - - - 6 2 3 - - 22
Conspiracies & Attempts to Murder - 2 - 3 - - - - - - - - 5
Manslaughter & Driving Causing Death - 9 - 25 - 4 - 3 1 2 - 1 45
Assault 341 2,327 302 3,500 34 142 123 733 84 552 15 54 8,207
Other Acts Intended to Cause Injury - - - - - - - - - - -
Sexual Assault 43 112 44 432 4 28 - 2 2 9 1 1 678
Non-Assaultive Sexual Offences 2 4 2 86 - 1 - 2 1 1 - - 99
Dangerous or Negligent Operation of a Vehicle 35 916 77 2,021 12 131 9 255 5 268 1 35 3,765
Other Dangerous or Negligent Acts Endangering Persons - 9 3 46 - - - 5 - 9 - - 72
Abduction & Kidnapping - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Deprivation of Liberty/False Imprisonment - 13 - 33 - 4 1 - - 4 - - 55
Robbery 85 66 79 211 9 2 28 29 10 23 4 2 548
Blackmail & Extortion - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1
Unlawful Entry with Intent/Burglary, Break & Enter 953 638 312 1,028 27 16 76 120 19 113 - 3 3,305
Motor Vehicle Theft & Related Offences 152 115 90 254 11 4 26 38 18 28 3 4 743
Theft (Except Motor Vehicles) 280 500 192 1,433 7 37 156 471 51 757 7 59 3,950
Receiving or Handling Proceeds of Crime 60 90 34 306 2 8 29 43 3 94 - 1 670
Fraud, Forgery or False Financial Instruments 9 80 17 692 1 45 4 120 11 345 - 17 1,341
Counterfeiting Currency & Related Offences - - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - 2
Dishonest Conversion - 4 5 144 - 13 - 6 5 111 1 25 314
Bribery - - - 2 - 14 - - - - - 18 34
Other Deception Offences 87 343 49 704 8 28 36 180 14 157 4 4 1,614
Deal or Traffic in Illicit Drugs 4 62 29 719 2 28 2 62 10 208 2 9 1,137
Manufacture or Cultivate Illicit Drugs 1 20 9 347 1 9 - 7 - 64 - 3 461
Possess and/or Use Illicit Drugs 46 263 84 1,972 10 62 15 103 11 505 - 16 3,087
Other Illicit Drug Offences 6 58 14 247 1 4 2 31 2 61 - 1 427
Prohibited Weapons/Explosives Offences 29 72 21 444 1 20 3 13 1 43 - - 647
Regulated Weapons/Explosives Offences 82 239 68 734 1 40 4 72 4 62 2 1,311
Property Damage 206 501 230 1,122 23 40 36 217 17 132 2 11 2,537
Environmental Pollution - 2 3 13 - 1 - 1 - 1 - - 21
Disorderly Conduct 278 2,147 169 3,625 20 326 103 1,260 24 251 4 50 8,257
Regulated Public Order Offences 4 86 3 142 - 11 1 60 - 31 - 3 341
Driving Licence Offences 21 492 28 1,553 3 42 5 216 2 281 1 20 2,664
Road Vehicle Registration & Roadworthiness Offences - 3 1 16 - 2 - 3 - 3 - - 28
Regulatory Driving Offences 36 712 63 1,939 18 125 20 300 14 315 9 45 3,596
Pedestrian Offences - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Breach of Justice Order 358 2,233 88 2,739 4 24 122 892 13 475 2 7 6,957
Other Offences Against Justice Procedures 24 230 46 680 1 43 9 103 12 117 - 13 1,278
Offences Against Government Security - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
Offences Against Government Operations - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
Harassment & Related Offences 7 90 27 267 2 7 4 16 3 27 = 2 452
Public Health & Safety Offences 18 58 14 181 1 11 7 13 3 14 1 2 323
Commercial/Industry/Financial Regulation - 1 - 9 - 3 - - - - - 4 17
Other Miscellaneous Offences 4 114 - 10 - 32 1 67 - - - 2 230
Total 3,172 12,616 2,103 27,686 203 1,309 822 5,449 342 5,067 59 415 59,243

(a) 19 cases of unknown age and a further 514 cases of unknown sex are excluded

(b) J = Juvenile, A = Adult
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Table 12: Distinct persons arrested, by offence, juvenile/adult status, sex and Indigenous status®

Male Female
Indigenous Non- Unknown Indigenous Non- Unknown
Indigenous Indigenous

Offences 3® A® ] A ] A ] A b1 A b A Total
Murder 1 5 - 5 - - - 6 2 3 - - 22
Conspiracies & Attempts to Murder - 2 - 3 - - - - - - - - 5
Manslaughter & Driving Causing Death - 9 - 25 - 4 - 3 1 2 - 1 45
Assault 238 1,844 242 3,123 30 142 93 624 68 510 15 54 6,983
Other Acts Intended to Cause Injury - - - - - - - - - - - - 1]
Sexual Assault 43 108 42 403 4 28 - 2 2 9 1 1 643
Non-Assaultive Sexual Offences 2 4 2 79 - 1 - 2 1 1 - - 92
Dangerous or Negligent Operation of a Vehicle 20 589 64 1,714 11 130 4 178 5 249 1 35 3,000
Other Dang. or Negligent Acts Endang. Persons - 6 1 32 - - - 5 - 4 - - 48
Abduction & Kidnapping - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Deprivation of Liberty/False Imprisonment - 9 - 29 - 4 1 - - 4 - - 47
Robbery 72 59 69 192 8 2 26 26 9 22 4 2 491
Blackmail & Extortion - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1
Unlawful Entry with Intent/Burg., Break/Enter 372 329 178 600 24 16 40 64 11 77 - 3 1,714
Motor Vehicle Theft & Related Offences 33 47 37 124 10 4 13 19 17 16 3 3 326
Theft (Except Motor Vehicles) 54 191 82 787 6 34 54 218 27 539 6 58 2,056
Receiving or Handling Proceeds of Crime 5 39 8 156 1 8 7 23 - 47 - 1 295
Fraud, Forgery or False Financial Instruments 4 47 12 455 1 43 3 81 7 267 - 17 937
Counterfeiting Currency & Related Offences - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1
Dishonest Conversion - 3 5 132 - 13 - 5 5 98 1 25 287
Bribery - - - 2 - 14 - - - - - 17 33
Other Deception Offences 19 187 36 502 8 25 25 97 8 104 4 4 1,019
Deal or Traffic in Illicit Drugs 4 59 29 656 2 27 2 60 10 190 2 9 1,050
Manufacture or Cultivate Illicit Drugs 1 18 9 336 1 9 - 7 - 61 - 3 445
Possess and/or Use Illicit Drugs 6 89 34 1,164 6 59 2 42 7 300 - 12 1,721
Other Illicit Drug Offences - 18 3 131 1 4 - 12 1 43 - 1 214
Prohibited Weapons/Explosives Offences 19 56 15 364 1 19 3 9 1 35 - - 522
Regulated Weapons/Explosives Offences 44 162 42 570 1 40 2 51 3 52 2 3 972
Property Damage 52 193 116 698 19 39 19 128 12 107 2 10 1,395
Environmental Pollution - - - 6 - 1 - 1 - 1 - - 9
Disorderly Conduct 61 582 63 2,460 17 311 30 432 11 176 4 49 4,196
Regulated Public Order Offences 2 32 3 118 - 11 - 28 - 14 - 2 210
Driving Licence Offences 8 171 11 794 3 38 1 88 1 170 1 19 1,305
Road Vehicle Registration & Roadworthiness - 1 - 10 - 2 - - - - - - 13
Regulatory Driving Offences 16 401 46 1,585 18 118 10 211 13 285 9 43 2,755
Breach of Justice Order 28 544 5 1,023 1 18 12 278 3 202 1 5 2,120
Other Offences Against Justice Procedures 4 77 27 441 1 43 6 51 6 80 - 12 748
Offences Against Government Security - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
Offences Against Government Operations - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
Harassment & Related Offences 7 56 22 207 2 7 2 12 3 21 - 2 341
Public Health & Safety Offences 3 27 9 116 1 11 1 8 3 13 1 2 195
Commercial/Industry/Financial Regulation - - - 8 - 3 - - - - - 4 15
Other Miscellaneous Offences 2 50 - 7 - 32 - 36 - - - 2 129
Total 1,120 6,014 1,212 19,058 177 1,262 356 2,807 237 3,703 57 399 36,402
(a) 11 cases of unknown age and a further 398 cases of unknown sex are excluded

(b) J = Juvenile, A = Adult
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