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Law Summer School is widely regarded as Western Australia’s
pre-eminent legal educational conference. 

This year our Law Summer School Organising Committee has taken 
the opportunity to look to the future by focusing on technology and the 
law. Advances in technology have and are having a profound effect on 
business and industry, as well as associated service providers. We know 
technological advances cause the need for business to change, otherwise 
known as business disruption, and the legal profession is not immune to 
these technological advances. The profession is faced with challenges by 

the way in which legal services are delivered to clients and the application of existing laws, 
which raise questions about how the law should respond to new and changing technologies. 

Law Summer School brings together an impressive collection of local, national and 
international legal thinkers and experts to strengthen our understanding of the nexus 
between technology and the law, where we are now and what the future holds for the 
practise of law. Be prepared to be intellectually challenged, and to expand your horizons 
beyond the present. 

We are indeed fortunate once again to have speakers of such an extraordinary calibre in the 
one place. We encourage you to join us for a day of active discussion in a first rate learning 
environment, as we consider the future of law and legal thinking in Western Australia and 
beyond.
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Time UWA Club Description Introduced by/Chair CPD Points

7.15am Ballroom Registration and breakfast

7.45am Ballroom Welcome to Country and welcome speech by the President of Law Society

Elizabeth Needham, President of the Law Society

8.00am – 9.00am Ballroom 1. Breakfast plenary: Back to the future – the future is now, what does it look like?

Tony Joyner, Managing Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills
Michael Paterson, Principal, Michael Paterson & Associates
Emma Cavanagh, Convenor, Young Lawyers Committee

Kate Offer,
Assistant Professor, Law School,
The University of Western Australia

1.0 CPD / Comp 1

9.00am – 10.30am Auditorium 2. Keynote plenary: Privacy and proportionate limits on human rights

Professor Gillian Triggs, President, Australian Human Rights Commission

The Hon Justice Janine Pritchard,
The Supreme Court of Western Australia

1.5 CPD / Comp 4

10.30am – 11.00am U/L Foyer Morning tea

11.00am – 12.30pm 3. Concurrent Sessions

3.A Criminal Law – the challenges posed by technology

Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan, Western Australia Police
The Hon Justice Lindy Jenkins, Supreme Court of Western Australia
Joe McGrath SC, Director of Public Prosecutions for WA, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions for WA
Paul Yovich SC, Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

The Hon John McKechnie QC,
Corruption and Crime Commissioner

1.0 CPD / Comp 1
0.5 CPD / Comp 3

3.B Employment Law – Adverse Action; Common Law Contracts; and Enterprise Bargaining Agreements

Harry Dixon SC, Barrister, PG Hely Chambers
The Hon Jennifer Smith, Acting President, Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission

Maria Saraceni,
Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

1.5 CPD / Comp 4

3.C Social Media and its impact on civil litigation

Carmel Galati, Sole Practitioner, Carmel Galati
Rick O’Brien, Partner, O’Sullivan Davies

Gail Archer SC,
Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers 

1.0 CPD / Comp 1
0.5 CPD / Comp 3

3.D Property Law – Developments in real property and PPSA

Linda Widdup, Lecturer, Curtin Law School
Katrina Banks-Smith SC, Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

The Hon Justice Andrew Beech,
The Supreme Court of Western Australia

1.5 CPD / Comp 4

12.30pm – 1.30pm Ballroom Lunch

1.30pm – 2.30pm 4. Plenary: Legal ethics in the digital age: the same, but different

Jacinta Dharmananda, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, The University of Western Australia
Joshua Thomson SC, Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

The Hon Justice Kenneth Martin,
The Supreme Court of Western Australia

1.0 CPD / Comp 3

2.30pm – 3.00pm U/L Foyer Afternoon tea

3.00pm – 4.00pm 5. Plenary: The future of the law

Richard Susskind OBE, author of the book, Tomorrow’s Lawyers (2013), speaker and independent adviser
via video link

John Fiocco,
Special Counsel, Slater and Gordon Lawyers

1.0 CPD / Comp 1

4.00pm – 5.00pm Auditorium 6. Closing plenary
TBC

Elizabeth Needham,
President of the Law Society

5.00pm – 6.30pm Networking Drinks

Note: The Law Society of Western Australia reserves the right to alter this programme or presenter(s) without further notice. However the programme is intended to run as advertised and is correct as of date of publishing.

TOTAL OF 6 CPD POINTS ACROSS THREE COMPETENCIES 
2.0 – 3.0 points / Competency 1 / Practice Management

1.0 – 1.5 points / Competency 3 / Ethics and Professional Responsibility
1.5 – 3.0 points / Competency 4 / Substantive Law

PROGRAMME
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Welcome to Country and 
welcome speech by the 
President of Law Society

Session 1.
Breakfast plenary:
Back to the future –
the future is now,
what does it look like?

The future is speeding towards 
us like a DeLorean at eighty-
eight miles an hour. Disruptive 
technologies have arrived 
and they bring with them 
the potential to thoroughly 
transform the legal profession, 
both in the way we work and 
how we interact with clients and 
each other. 

In this thought-provoking panel 
discussion, you will hear from 
a variety of perspectives about 
how technology is changing 
what we do now and what 
we will do in the future - from 
October 21, 2015 and beyond.

Chair
Kate Offer
Assistant Professor, Law School,
The University of Western Australia

Kate Offer has taught Law for almost 20 
years, predominantly in the Law School at the 
University of Western Australia. Her teaching 
focus is Education Law (taught in the Faculty 
of Education), Torts and Evidence. Her book 
‘Western Australian Evidence Law’, which was 
co-authored with Dr David Field, was published in 2015. 

Kate has been awarded a number of Faculty and UWA Student 
Guild teaching awards over the years and in 2015 won a Citation 
for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning from the Federal 
Education Department’s Office of Teaching and Learning, a UWA 
Excellence in Teaching (Contribution to Student Learning) Award 
as well as, jointly with colleague Dr Natalie Skead, the Innovative 
Curriculum Award from the International Association of Law 
Schools. 

Speaker
Michael Paterson
Principal, Michael Paterson & Associates

As well as being a solicitor, Michael Paterson 
is also a software developer and is actively 
involved in both the legal and computer 
industries. He has dual qualification in both 
disciplines: B.Sc. (Computer Science) LL.B. 
(Hons.) A.N.U. (1982-1986).

With his knowledge and practical experience 
in the computer industry, Michael Paterson has developed a niche 
practice area in computer, technology and intellectual property 
law. In addition, he regularly presents seminars on computer-
related legal issues to various industry and professional bodies 
and gives guest lectures at Curtin University and Edith Cowan 
University.

Speaker
Emma Cavanagh
Convenor of the Young Lawyers Committee 
2014-2015

Emma is an associate in the MinterEllison 
dispute resolution team, specialising in 
insolvency. Since she was admitted to practice 
in 2010 through to 2015, Emma was an 
active member of the Law Society’s Young 
Lawyers Committee, through which young 
lawyers debate issues relevant to their contemporaries which they 
then advocate through the Society. During her time on the Young 
Lawyers Committee Emma was convenor, chaired working groups, 
represented young lawyers on various other Society committees 
and at Law Society Executive meetings with Western Australia Bar 
Association and Law School Deans. She was also the Western 
Australia representative on the Australia Young Lawyers Forum 
and is the current representative on the Australian Young Lawyers 
Committee of the Law Council of Australia. Emma was also a junior 
member on the Law Society’s Council from 2013 through to 2015. 
Emma was named young woman lawyer of the year in 2014 by the 
Women Lawyers Association of Western Australia.

Speaker
Tony Joyner
Managing Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills

Tony is a commercial-corporate lawyer, 
with a particular interest in technology, 
and associated areas such as data, cyber-
security, privacy and social media.

He is the Co-Head of the HSF International 
Technology Media and Telecommunications 
practice.

He is also a member of the HSF international board.

He is involved in the firm’s innovation and technology initiatives.

Tony holds Bachelor of Jurisprudence (Honours) and Bachelor of 
Laws degrees from the University of Western Australia.

He is Chair of Scitech, and a member of the boards of the WA 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Lions Eye Institute.

http://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au
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Session 2.
Keynote plenary:
Privacy and proportionate 
limits on human rights

Technology has proven to be 
an integral part of life, in both 
the public and private sphere. 
The collection of data has 
become a common occurrence, 
whether for commercial 
reasons by businesses or for 
national security reasons by 
governments. The substantive 
collection of information raises 
many human rights issues, 
in particular what can be 
considered a proportionate 
limitation on the right to privacy. 
The keynote will consider the 
human rights implications of 
these national security laws 
and other issues arising from 
the interference of a person’s 
privacy.

Chair
The Hon Justice Janine Pritchard
Supreme Court of Western Australia

Janine Pritchard was appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Western Australia 
on 11 June 2010. Her Honour had 
previously served as Deputy President 
of the State Administrative Tribunal 
after her appointment to the District 
Court of Western Australia in June 2009.

Justice Pritchard has a Bachelor of Laws degree (with 
Honours) and a Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
Australian National University in Canberra and a Master 
of Laws degree (with Distinction) from the University of 
London. She also has a Graduate Diploma in Women’s 
Studies from Murdoch University.

In 1991 Justice Pritchard joined the then Crown 
Solicitor’s Office (now the State Solicitor’s Office) and 
worked in that office until her appointment to the bench. 

Speaker
Professor Gillian Triggs
President, Australian Human Rights 
Commission

Emeritus Professor Gillian Triggs is 
the President of the Australian Human 
Rights Commission, with a five year 
appointment. She was Dean of the 
Faculty of Law and Challis Professor of 
International Law at the University of Sydney from 2007-
12 and Director of the British Institute of International 
and Comparative Law from 2005-7. She is a former 
Barrister and a Governor of the College of Law. 

Professor Triggs has combined an academic career with 
international commercial legal practice and has advised 
the Australian and other governments and international 
organisations on international legal and trade disputes. 
Her focus at the Commission is on the implementation 
in Australian law of the human rights treaties to which 
Australia is a party, and to work with nations in the Asia 
Pacific region on practical approaches to human rights. 

Professor Triggs’ is the author of many books and 
papers on international law, including International Law, 
Contemporary Principles and Practices (2nd Ed, 2011).

http://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au


Law Summer School 2016  I  Technology and the Law – Looking into the Future
 Register online at lawsocietywa.asn.au  I  Enquiries (08) 9324 8600  I  Fax (08) 9324 8699

Session 3A.
Concurrent session:
Criminal Law - the 
challenges posed by 
technology

Like all other aspects of 
everyday life, advances 
in technology have had a 
major impact on crime and 
its detection. Criminal law 
has struggled to keep up. 
Technology has made much 
crime Global. A fraud on a West 
Australian may originate in 
Belarus. An incriminating text 
message may be intercepted 
by Satellite over India. How 
technology can be harnessed 
by Police, presented to a 
court, analysed by lawyers and 
ultimately used by a judge and 
jury to deliver a just verdict will 
be the subject of this session, 
presented by eminent speakers.

Chair - The Hon John McKechnie QC
Commissioner, Corruption and Crime Commission WA

John McKechnie was appointed Commissioner of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission of Western Australia in 
April 2015. He retired from the Supreme Court of Western 
Australia to take up the appointment after 16 years, the last 
three as Senior Judge General Division. He was the first 
Director of Public Prosecutions for Western Australia. He 
has been involved in legal education for 30 years, lecturing in 
Criminal Law and Trial Practice. He is presently Adjunct Professor at Murdoch 
University teaching Forensic Advocacy.

He is a joint author of Criminal Law in Queensland Western Australia (7th edition).

Speaker - The Hon Justice Lindy Jenkins
Supreme Court of Western Australia

Justice Jenkins graduated with a Bachelor of Arts and 
Bachelor of Laws from Macquarie University in 1981. She 
is admitted to practice in New South Wales, the Northern 
Territory and Western Australia.

Justice Jenkins was Crown Prosecutor in the Northern 
Territory from 1982-89, including holding the position of 
Acting Chief Crown Prosecutor (1988-89). She was a Legal Officer, Western 
Australian Crown Solicitor’s Office from 1989-2001, including holding the 
position of Deputy Crown Counsel.

Justice Jenkins was a judge of the District Court of Western Australia from 
September, 2001 till her appointment to the bench of the Supreme Court in 
February 2004.

Justice Jenkins has over 14 years’ experience as a trial judge, including 
presiding over criminal trials in both the Supreme and District Courts. In the 
Supreme Court she has, at various times, been the judge in charge of the 
Supreme Court’s Technology Committee and the judge in charge of the 
Supreme Court’s Criminal List.

Speaker - Joe McGrath SC
Director of Public Prosecutions,
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions for WA

Mr McGrath was appointed the Director of Public 
Prosecutions for Western Australia in February, 2010. He 
was appointed Senior Counsel in 2011. Formerly a Senior 
Assistant Director at the Commonwealth DPP he has nearly 
25 years’ experience in the legal profession. Prior to his 
appointment as the DPP Mr McGrath practiced as a barrister 
at Francis Burt Chambers in a wide range of matters both criminal and civil 
including insider trading, market manipulation and fraud matters. 

Mr McGrath was counsel assisting both the Royal Commission into the 
Finance Broking Industry and into the Western Australian Police and is a 
former Commissioner of the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia.

Speaker - Paul Yovich SC
Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

I graduated from the University of Western Australia at the 
end of 1988, then did Articles at the Crown Law Department 
as it was then called. I was admitted on 2 February 1990 and 
moved to the DPP’s office in 1993, a little over a year after it 
was set up independently. 

I prosecuted my first jury trial in May 1992, and since then 
have prosecuted several hundred cases of all levels of seriousness up to and 
including wilful murder and murder. At the DPP I argued about 30 criminal 
appeals, including a number of well known reported cases. 

In July 2011 I moved to the private Bar at Francis Burt Chambers. Since then 
I have continued to prosecute but I now primarily do defence work at trial 
and especially appellate level. I also undertake regulatory and professional 
disciplinary work, and appear in Coronial inquiries.

I have presented numerous CLE papers and talks on various subjects in 
criminal law and advocacy, and been teaching advocacy formally for the past 
several years, including at the Young Lawyers’ Advocacy weekend, at UWA 
and at Murdoch. 

In December 2015 I was appointed Senior Counsel.

Speaker - Karl O’Callaghan APM
Commissioner of Police – Western Australia 

Karl O’Callaghan has been Western Australia’s Police 
Commissioner since 2004 making him the State’s longest 
serving post war police chief. He is responsible for more 
than 5600 police officers, more than 1800 police staff and an 
annual operating budget in excess of $1.2 billion. 

At the commencement of his appointment, Commissioner 
O’Callaghan introduced a ‘back to basics’ reform programme to get more police 
officers back on to the frontline carrying out the fundamental work expected by 
the community. He is currently navigating the WA Police through a sweeping 
restructure of its operations called Frontline 2020 which is designed to future 
proof the agency against the pressures of social and economic change. 

Commissioner O’Callaghan has a diverse policing background and was the first 
WA Police Officer to complete a PhD. He maintains a strong public voice on the 
youth culture of determined drunkenness and the impacts of social disadvantage 
on policing. In 2010 he formed Bright Blue (the Police Commissioner’s Charity 
for Sick Kids) which has raised more than a million dollars and has since 
diversified to provide support for children with Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.

http://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au
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Session 3B.
Concurrent session:
Employment Law – Adverse 
Action; Common Law 
Contracts; and Enterprise 
Bargaining Agreements

In the first part of the session, Harry 
Dixon SC will discuss the topic of 
Adverse Action: By Whom, Against 
Whom and Why? A Fine Line. He will 
explore some of the complexities arising 
from the application of Part 3-1 of 
the Fair Work Act (2009) (Cth) insofar 
as the legislation provides a range of 
protections to persons who have, or who 
exercise, workplace rights or engage 
in industrial activity. There will be an 
examination of issues by reference 
to, and by analysis of, the latest 
adverse action cases and some recent 
developments which illustrate the far 
reaching scope of the legislation.

In the second part of the session, The 
Hon Jennifer Smith will explore the 
question, “Should enterprise agreements 
be interpreted by the application of 
the rules that apply to common law 
contracts of employment or statutory 
instruments?” She will consider whether 
the rules of interpretation that apply to 
awards apply to enterprise agreements 
and, if so, to what extent. The 
implications of the findings made by the 
Full Bench of the Fair Work Commission 
in The Australasian Meat Industry 
Employees Union v Golden Cockerel 
Pty Ltd [2014] FWCFB 7447 will also be 
discussed. This session will also deal 
with the issue of whether enterprise 
agreements can have effect as an 
enforceable contract as well as having 
statutory force and consider whether it 
should be open at law to imply terms in 
enterprise agreements.

Chair
Maria Saraceni
Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

Maria principally practices in the areas 
of employment, industrial relations and 
occupational safety and health. 

Prior to becoming a barrister, Maria 
worked at Jackson McDonald from 1987 
to 2006 and was a partner at Norton Rose 
Australia from 2006 to 2012. She is a past president of the 
Law Society of Western Australia and Director of Law Council 
of Australia Limited. Maria spent four years as chair of the 
Women’s Advisory Council (WA) and is currently on the board 
of IFAP (Industrial Foundation for Accident Prevention).

Speaker
The Hon Jennifer Smith
Acting President, Western Australian 
Industrial Relations Commission

Jennifer Smith was appointed to the 
Western Australian Industrial Commission 
on 10 January 2000 as a Commissioner. 
On 21 November 2006 she was appointed 
the Senior Commissioner and on 17 
October 2009 the Acting President of the Commission. 

Jennifer graduated with a B.Juris (Hons) and LLB (Hons) from 
the University of Western Australia in 1986 and was admitted 
to practice in Western Australia in 1987. 

Jennifer was employed by the Crown Solicitors Office of 
Western Australia from 1985 to 5 January 2000 initially as 
a Professional Assistant and later a Legal Officer, including 
Senior Assistant Crown Counsel.

She has been a member of the Board of the Lord Mayor 
of Perth Distress Relief Fund since 2001. She is also a 
member of the Australian Association of Women Judges, the 
International Association of Women Judges, the Australian 
Institute of Administrative Law, the Council of Australasian 
Tribunals Western Australia, and the Industrial Relations 
Society of Western Australia.

Speaker
Harry Dixon SC
Barrister, PG Hely Chambers

Harry Dixon has a broad based national 
practice in industrial law, employment law, 
equal opportunity and discrimination law 
and occupational health and safety law. 
For more than 30 years he has regularly 
appeared in Federal and State Courts and 
Industrial Tribunals at first instance and on appeal.

He was employed by Parker & Parker Solicitors in Perth 
between 1982 and 1984 and became a partner of that firm in 
1984 for a period of four years (as Managing Partner of the 
litigation department).

He practiced in all areas of Commercial Litigation and 
Industrial Law.

Harry joined the Independent Bar in Western Australia on 
1 July 1988 and then commenced full time practice at the 
NSW Bar in Sydney in January 1997 from Frederick Jordan 
Chambers and subsequently from his present chambers PG 
Hely Chambers.

He was appointed Senior Counsel in 2000.

Harry has presented numerous papers in CLE programmes 
and at various conferences on topics within his principal 
areas of practice.

He conducted a national series of OH&S seminars in 2006 in 
his capacity as Chairperson on the Industrial Law Committee 
of the Law Council of Australia.

He has been ranked “Preeminent Senior Counsel – 
Employment Law” in Doyles Guide in 2015, 2014, 2013 and 
2012.

http://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au
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Session 3C.
Concurrent session:
Social Media and its 
impact on civil litigation

Carmel Galati: Trending in the 
Courts: how is a practitioner to 
approach the ever-increasing 
involvement of social media in 
the practice of the law? This 
session will discuss the top 
five areas practitioners should 
be aware - from selecting the 
appropriate remedy and forum 
in which to bring proceedings, 
to the use of social media in 
areas such as discovery and 
evidence-gathering, to ways to 
avoid expensive litigation in the 
first place.

Rick O’Brien: The other party’s 
Facebook page can be a 
treasure trove for a Family 
Lawyer – but what are the 
complications? This session will 
explore the evidentiary, ethical 
and other issues surrounding 
the intersection of Family Law 
and social media, including the 
publication restrictions of s121 
of the Family Law Act.

Chair
Gail Archer SC
Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

Gail Archer SC is a barrister at Francis 
Burt Chambers, having been made silk 
in 2007. She was admitted to practice 
on 2 February 1990. The majority of her 
work involves appeals, administrative 
law, industrial relations (in particular 
civil penalty proceedings), OSH prosecutions, disciplinary 
proceedings against professionals (particularly doctors), 
inquests and general civil litigation. She also acts as a 
mediator from time to time. Gail has a keen interest in 
forensic advocacy, and is a regular coach in the Australian 
Bar Association’s Advanced Advocacy Course, a five day 
residential course conducted annually, usually in Melbourne 
or Sydney. She has also coached in the Advanced 
International Advocacy Course held at Keble College 
Oxford and in the Singapore Law Society Intermediate 
Advocacy Course held in Singapore.

Speaker
Rick O’Brien
Partner, O’Sullivan Davies

Rick O’Brien graduated from the University 
of Western Australia in 1981 and has 
worked primarily in Family Law since his 
admission to practice, initially at Legal Aid. 
Prior to joining O’Sullivan Davies in 2001, 
Rick was for 12 years a Partner at Jackson 
McDonald, including a 2 year term as Managing Partner. Rick 
is the Chair of the Family Law Section of the Law Council of 
Australia, the peak national body representing Family Lawyers 
both publicly and in regular consultation with government and 
the Courts. He is the first West Australian to be elected to that 
role. He is a past President of the Family Law Practitioners’ 
Association of WA, was formerly Chair of the Legal Aid Review 
Committee dealing with Family Law matters, and has been 
appointed to the Law Society’s Senior Advisors Panel.

Speaker
Carmel Galati
Sole Practitioner, Carmel Galati

Carmel Galati was admitted to practice 
in 1991. From May 2012 to current day, 
Carmel works as a sole practitioner. Prior 
to that Carmel was a partner at Edwards 
Wallace Lawyers from July 2000 to April 
2012 (specialising in media, defamation 
law), coming from Freehills/Parker & Parker where she was 
a senior associate in the media law division. Carmel advises 
clients in the main stream media: print and electronic, on-
line publishers, production companies, authors and private 
individuals. The nature of her work varies from defamation, 
contempt, broadcasting, advertising, privacy, freedom of 
information and other publication-related issues. Carmel 
has presented lectures at Notre Dame University, Murdoch 
University and the University of Western Australia.

http://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au
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Session 3D.
Concurrent session:
Property Law – 
Developments in real 
property and PPSA

The PPSA does not extend to security 
over real property and, in theory the 
real property mortgage as we know 
it still stands as the cornerstone of 
financial transactions. Without security, 
money is not lent. But to what extent 
can financiers take comfort that their 
loan exposure is validly secured? In 
this talk, Linda Widdup will addresses 
the statutory and equitable claims 
frequently brought against banks 
arising out of lender conduct, notably 
allegations of unconscionable conduct 
or misleading or deceptive conduct. It 
also considers the conduct of borrowers 
and guarantors and the continued role 
of binding contractual terms. 

Much has happened since the PPSA 
commenced operation more than three 
years ago. This innovative and complex 
legislation overhauled many long 
entrenched common law and equitable 
principles relating to personal property 
securities. Several court decisions 
have shed light on the scope and 
application of the legislation including 
what is encompassed by a ‘security 
interest’, the consequences of failure 
to register, and the consequences of 
mistakes on the register. Katrina Banks-
Smith SC will discuss the decisions 
of the Court of Appeal in Victoria and 
New South Wales, and a number of 
Federal Court decisions, as well as 
the recommendations arising from a 
statutory review of the legislation.

Chair
The Hon Justice Andrew Beech
Supreme Court of Western Australia

Andrew Beech has been a judge of the 
Supreme Court since June 2007. He 
works primarily as a CMC list judge, 
and from time to time does criminal 
work and appellate work.

Prior to his appointment, Andrew practised as a 
barrister at Francis Burt Chambers from 1994 to 2007 in 
commercial law, general civil and criminal law. He was 
appointed Senior Counsel in 2004.

Speaker
Linda Widdup
Lecturer, Curtin Law School

Linda Widdup is a lecturer in property 
law at Curtin Law School and also 
practices commercial law as a 
consultant. Linda’s practice currently 
focuses on providing specialist advice 
on the Personal Property Securities 
Act 2009 (Cth) (PPSA). Linda has an extensive practice 
background on PPSA matters having gained experience 
advising on Canadian, New Zealand and Australian 
PPSA legislation. She developed her PPSA expertise in 
Canada where the legislation has been in force for over 
20 years and practised in New Zealand and Australia in 
the banking and finance teams of major law firms where 
she assisted the firms and their commercial clients on 
all manner of issues arising in the transition to the PPSA. 
Linda has authored several publications concerning 
the PPSA’s impact on commercial transactions. 
She is currently working on the fourth edition of her 
practitioner’s text The Personal Property Securities Act: 
a conceptual approach.

Speaker
Katrina Banks-Smith SC
Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

Holds first class honours law degree 
(UTA) and first class Masters of Law 
(Cambridge). Joined Parker & Parker 
in 1990, made partner 1996, partner of 
Freehills until called to the Bar in 2009. 
Appointed Senior Counsel in 2013.

Professional experience includes complex commercial 
litigation, with a particular focus in the insolvency, 
banking, construction and resources sector. Also 
experienced in ACCC prosecutions and LPCC and LPB 
regulatory matters.

Member WABA Council, Fellow of Leadership WA, 
member Law Society Ethics Committee, legal member 
Princess Margaret Hospital Human Research Ethics 
Committee. Included in peer-voted Best Lawyers in 
fields of litigation and restructuring 2013-2015. WA 
Senior Woman Lawyer of the Year 2009.
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Session 4. Plenary:
Legal ethics in the 
digital age: the same, 
but different

Developments in technology 
and consequent changes 
in legal practice have 
implications for what it 
means for practitioners to 
act professionally, ethically 
and diligently. In this 
session, Joshua Thomson SC 
will speak about the practical 
aspects of using modern 
technology in day-to-day legal 
practice. This will include use 
of emails, electronic signatures, 
cloud storage, Wi-Fi, electronic 
discovery, metadata and 
software typically used by law 
firms. Jacinta Dharmananda 
will then examine how the 
increasing use of these 
technologies has an impact 
on what it means to meet 
our legal ethical duties. She 
postulates that what is required 
to satisfy certain ethical duties 
is evolving due to changes in 
how lawyers practice, including 
a developing expectation of 
digital competency and effects 
on the duties of confidentiality 
and courtesy.

Chair 
The Hon Justice Kenneth Martin 
Supreme Court of Western Australia

Kenneth James Martin was sworn in 
as a Judge of the Supreme Court of 
Western Australia on 20 March, 2009

Justice Martin received all his primary 
and secondary education at Northam, 
Western Australia, where he was born. He was Dux of 
Northam Senior High School in 1972. He then attended 
and graduated from the University of Western Australia 
with a Bachelor of Jurisprudence (Honours) in 1976, and a 
Bachelor of Laws (Honours) in 1977.

He was admitted to practice in Western Australia in 
December 1978 after serving his articles with the law 
firm Parker & Parker. He served as associate to the late 
Sir Ronald Wilson AC, KBE, CMG, at the High Court of 
Australia during 1980 - 81. Justice Martin then completed 
a degree of Master of Laws at the University of London 
(reading in Restitution, Maritime Law, general Insurance 
and International Business Transactions) before returning 
to Parker & Parker in 1982, where he was a partner from 
1984 and in-house counsel from 1989-1991.

He joined the independent bar at Francis Burt Chambers 
in 1992 and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1997.

He was Editor of the West Australian Law Reports from 
1985-1996, and Consulting Editor from 1997-2000. 

Justice Martin is a former President of the Law Society 
of Western Australia (2001) and the Bar Association of 
WA (2005-2007). At the time of his appointment, he was 
the Treasurer and member of the Executive of the Law 
Council of Australia.

He was awarded the Centenary Medal in 2002.

Speaker
Joshua Thomson SC
Barrister, Francis Burt Chambers

My practice involves commercial 
cases, particularly concerning 
contractual, insolvency and building 
disputes. Also, I am often briefed 
in the fields of maritime law, 
administrative and constitutional law, 
regulatory competition law, professional negligence and 
insurance law. I appear regularly in trials, appeals and 
significant argued applications, as well as at mediations 
and arbitrations. I have acted as an arbitrator and 
independent expert from time to time.

Speaker
Jacinta Dharmananda
Assistant Professor, Law School,
University of Western Australia

Jacinta Dharmananda graduated with 
a B.Juris (Hons) and LLB from the 
University of WA. For a period of nearly 
12 years following admission, Jacinta 
worked in both private practice and 
in-house positions in the areas of oil and gas, finance 
and corporate transactions. She has worked as a lawyer 
in Perth, Melbourne and overseas, including Singapore, 
Tokyo and New York. Jacinta joined the UWA Law 
School Faculty in 2011. Her teaching and research areas 
are statutory interpretation, the legislative process, 
and legal ethics. Jacinta is currently a doctoral (PhD) 
candidate at the ANU College of Law and her topic is 
on the relationship between the legislative process and 
statutory interpretation.
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Session 5. Plenary:
The future of the law

In this thought-provoking 
session, Richard Susskind OBE, 
co-author of a new book, The 
Future of The Professions: How 
Technology Will Transform the 
Work of Human Experts, will 
share his predictions on the 
future of law and the way in 
which technology will drastically 
transform the way the legal 
profession works in the next 
20 years. Streamed live from 
the UK, Susskind will discuss 
the machines and systems that 
are shaping the future and the 
way practitioners will need to 
harness technology and adapt 
their practice in order to survive. 
A question and answers session 
will give delegates a rare 
opportunity to pick the mind of 
one of the profession’s most 
renowned legal futurists.

Chair
John Fiocco
Special Counsel,
Slater and Gordon Lawyers

Admitted in 1973, John Fiocco holds 
a Bachelor of Laws degree from the 
University of Western Australia and 
a Master of Laws degree from the 
University of Virginia. He is a Special 
Counsel in the Perth Office of Slater and Gordon and 
holds a fractional appointment as an Associate Professor 
of Law, University of Western Australia. He is an elected 
member of the Legal Practice Board of Western Australia 
and presently is the Convenor of the Professional Affairs 
Committee, member of the Admissions and Registration 
Committee and Convenor of the Law Society’s Law 
Summer School Committee. John Fiocco was awarded 
Life Membership of the Law Society of Western Australia 
in 2010 and received the Law Society of Western 
Australia’s 2015 Lawyer of the Year Award for a legal 
professional with more than five years’ experience.

Speaker
Richard Susskind OBE
Author, speaker, independent adviser

Professor Richard Susskind OBE is an 
author, speaker, and independent adviser 
to major professional firms and to national 
governments. His main area of expertise 
is the future of professional service and, in 
particular, the way in which the IT and the 
Internet are changing the work of lawyers. 
He has worked on legal technology for over 30 years. He lectures 
internationally, has written many books, and advised on numerous 
government inquiries.

Richard lectures internationally and has been invited to speak in 
over 40 countries and has addressed audiences (in person and 
electronically), numbering more than 250,000. He has written and 
edited numerous books, including Expert Systems in Law (OUP, 
1987), The Future of Law (OUP, 1996), Transforming the Law (OUP, 
2000), The Susskind Interviews: Legal Experts in Changing Times 
(Sweet & Maxwell, 2005), The End of Lawyers? Rethinking the 
Nature of Legal Services (OUP, 2008), Tomorrow’s Lawyers (2013), 
and has written around 150 columns for The Times. His work has 
been translated into 10 languages.

He has advised on numerous government inquiries and, since 
1998, has been IT Adviser to the Lord Chief Justice of England. 
In 2003, he was appointed by the Cabinet Office as Chair of the 
Advisory Panel on Public Sector Information, a position he held 
until 2008. Richard is President of the Society for Computers and 
Law and is Chair of the Advisory Board of the Oxford Internet 
Institute where he is also a Visiting Professor. He also holds 
professorships at UCL, Gresham College, London, and the 
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow.

Richard has a first class honours degree in law from the University 
of Glasgow and a doctorate in law and computers from Balliol 
College, Oxford. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
and of the British Computer Society, and was awarded an OBE in 
the Millennium New Year’s Honours List for services to IT in the 
Law and to the Administration of Justice.

He lives in Radlett, England, with his wife and three children. His 
hobbies include running, golf, skiing, reading and cinema.
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Session 6. Plenary

Chair
Elizabeth Needham
President,
The Law Society of Western Australia

Elizabeth is a barrister practising from 
Francis Burt Chambers and specialising 
in the areas of family, crime, 
human rights, child protection and 
guardianship, and administrative law.

Prior to electing to go to the Bar in 2007, Elizabeth worked 
in both State and Federal Governments as Director of 
Legal and Prosecutions at the Department of Consumer 
Protection and as Principal Legal Officer working in 
commercial prosecutions respectively. Prior to this 
Elizabeth worked in a community legal centre and in legal 
aid. She has been in practice for over 20 years.

Elizabeth is a Past President of Women Lawyers of WA 
and is actively involved on a number of the Law Society’s 
committees including Education, Law Summer School, 
Human Rights and the Joint Law Society/Women Lawyers 
Committee.

Speaker
TBC
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1. EVENT OPTIONS AND PRICING (All prices are GST inclusive)

Law Society Members

• Individuals at least 5 years practising
  Full-day Registration $1,170

  Full-day Registration + Purchase CPD Active* $1,500

• Individuals less than 5 years practising, articled 
clerks/practical legal training (PLT) and students

  Full-day Registration $710
*Add CPD Active to your membership.

Law Society Non Members   Full-day Registration $1,695

  Full-day Registration + Pro-rata Membership** $1,497

  Full-day Registration + Full rate Membership $________
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  Seminar 3B – Employment Law – Adverse Action; Common Law Contracts; and
      Enterprise Bargaining Agreements

  Seminar 3C – Social Media and its impacts on civil litigation

  Seminar 3D – Property Law – Developments in real property and PPSA

2. CONFERENCE PAPERS (Please select only one)

   I would like an electronic copy of the Law Summer School conference papers before the conference

   I would like a hard copy of the conference papers on the day of the conference

3. REGISTRATION DETAILS

Member No:  Year Admitted:

First Name:  Preferred Name:

Surname:

Position Title: 

Organisation:
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Special Dietary Requirements:
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Please supply two email addresses to receive important membership information and news. 
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4. PAYMENT DETAILS (Please note payment must be received prior to the event)
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  Visa         AMEX         Mastercard

  Cheque     Please note cheques must be made payable to the ‘Law Society of Western Australia’
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Cardholder’s
Signature:

Date:

I have read and agree to the Terms and Conditions* below.
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organisation which the Society might be associated with if that association results in a benefit to the Society.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY (Membership until 30 June 2016)
Pro-rata prices valid for joining in the month of February 2016.

Ordinary Membership Category
Please attach a copy of your Practising Certificate.

Full year fees 
(Inc GST)

Pro-rata rate*
(Inc GST)

CPD Active 
(Inc GST)

Senior (City)  $785  $327  $800

Senior (Country)  $690  $287.50  $800

Senior (Government/Community Legal Centres)  $495  $206  $800

Senior (Part time)  $460  $192  $800

Member of the WA Bar Association  $685  $285  $800

Member of the WA Bar Association (Part time)  $440  $183  $800

Restricted Practitioner (1-2 years post admission)  $495  $206  $800

Associate Membership Category
Please attach any supporting documentation (i.e. proof of employment, academic transcript)

Pro-rata rate
(Inc GST)

Academic/Parliamentary/Retired/Articled Clerk/Legal Trainee   $110

*New members are practitioners who have not previously been members of the Law Society of Western 
Australia or who were not members in the 2014/15 financial year. Pro-rata does not apply to CPD Active or 
Student membership.

For details on additional membership category prices or registration assistance please call (08) 9324 8616. 

 ORDINARY MEMBER AGREEMENT
I acknowledge and agree that: 

(a) my membership is subject to the Constitution of the Society (as amended from time to time);
(b) as a requirement for Ordinary membership, the Constitution of the Society requires an Ordinary member to be an Australian Legal 

Practitioner;
(c) by:

(i) s5(a) of the Legal Profession Act 2008 (WA) (Act), an Australian legal practitioner means an Australian lawyer who holds a 
current local practising certificate or a current interstate practising certificate; and

(ii) s36(3) of the Act, a WA government lawyer engaged in government work (as those expressions are defined within s36) is taken 
to be an Australian legal practitioner;

(d) all Australian legal practitioners practising in Western Australia are governed by the Act (as amended from time to time) and bound 
by the Legal Profession Conduct Rules 2010 (WA) (as amended from time to time) in addition to any duty or requirement imposed on 
a practitioner by statute, law or equity; and

(e) if I hold an Australian practising certificate and this form is not accompanied by a completed “Limitation of Liability Scheme Partici-
pant Information” form:
(i)   this form stands as an application by me for exemption from participation in the Society’s Limitation of Liability Scheme; and 
(ii)   I will not enjoy any benefits under the Scheme should the Society exempt me from participation in the Scheme.

Signature: Date:

 ASSOCIATE MEMBER AGREEMENT
I acknowledge and agree that my membership is subject to the Constitution of the Society (as amended from time to time).

Signature: Date:

PAYMENT OF MEMBERSHIP

     I wish to pay my membership fees via the same payment details supplied on the Law Summer School registration form.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP ORDINARY/ASSOCIATE
REGISTRATION AND TAX INVOICE ABN 41 434 516 549

Please complete this form in conjunction with the Law Summer School registration form to apply for Law Society membership.
Note: Membership fees are offered on a pro-rata basis. The below fees are valid for members joining in the month of February 2016.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

MEMBER INFORMATION

Date of Birth:  Admission Date:  

Qualifications:

AREA OF PRACTICE/PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS Please nominate your area(s) of practice and areas of interest.

Practice Interest Practice Interest Practice Interest

  Aboriginal and Indigenous 
Affairs

  Ethics   Native Title

  Access to Justice   Family   Personal Development 

  Administrative   Finance   Personal Injury

  Alternative Dispute 
Resolution

  Human Resources/Training 
and IR

  Planning/Local 
Government

  Banking/Finance   Human Rights   Probate

  Commercial   Immigration   Pro bono 

  Conveyancing   Information Technology/
Telecommunications 

  Property 

  Corporate   Information Management   Resources and Energy 

  Corporate Governance/
Criminal

  In-house   Risk Management 

  Debts and Insolvency   Insolvency & Reconstruction   Small Business/SME

  Ebusiness/ecommerce   Intellectual Property   Taxation

  Employment and Industrial 
Relations

  Litigation   Wills, Probate and 
Estates

  Environmental   Management   Young Lawyers

  Estate Planning   Marketing and Business 
Development 

  Other
Please
specifiy
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