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CONTACT DETAILS  

School Law 
School website http://www.law.uwa.edu.au 

Unit coordinators 

 

Andrew Townsend 
http://www.web.uwa.edu.au/people/andrew.townsend 

Chris Ryder 

John Chandler 
http://www.web.uwa.edu.au/people/john.chandler 

 

 

 
Consultation hours 
 

 
By appointment or e-mail TBC 
 

Guest presenters  

Unit contact hours 

 
2, 5 and 6 December 2016  (0830- 1700) and 
7 December 2016 (0830- 1300) 
 

 
Unit LMS website www.lms.uwa.edu.au 
 
  

UNIT DETAILS  

Unit title Special Unit:  Construction Law 
Unit code LAWS5398 
Credit points 6 
Availability December 2016 
Teaching period TS-Y-11, 2016 
Mode Intensive 
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UNIT DESCRIPTION  

Introduction,  
Unit Content 

 

This unit examines the fundamentals of construction law with an emphasis 
on their use in the context of petroleum and mining projects. Topics 
covered include the nature of  resource  project contracting arrangements 
and construction contracts, common terms in  construction contracts, risk 
allocation in construction contracts, contract formation,  common issues  
including liquidated damages, extensions of time, causation  and 
procedural issues for claims, variations, indemnity and insurance  
provisions, liability for defects, warranties and indemnities. The unit will 
examine these in the context of a construction project for a mine site, 
involving either a power station for the mine or a desalination plant. The 
workshop sessions involve participants familiarising themselves with a 
standard form of contract widely used in the resources industry in 
Australia. 
 

 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

Students are able to: 
(1) demonstrate a clear understanding of the fundamental principles of 

construction law;  
(2) develop a working knowledge of the common terms of construction 

contracts;  
(3) identify and explain the fundamental principles of construction law as 

applied in common terms in construction contracts; 
(4) critically apply and analyse those principles in situations relevant to 

mining and petroleum projects; and 
(5) actively engage in intermediary and advanced discussion on the 

subject in groups. 
 

 

UNIT STRUCTURE  

Class structure Materials will be posted on Blackboard from 18 November 2016. Formal 
contact hours are concentrated into an intensive workshop, which is 
divided into plenary sessions and small-group sessions. The plenary 
sessions are in the form of lectures interspersed with discussion. Small- 
group sessions will take up problems in a case study in the light of general 
guidance given in the plenary sessions. 

Students will be provided with a draft engineering procurement and 
construction (EPC) contract using AS11000, and this contract will be used 
for discussion in the plenary sessions and also for case studies. The first 
case study will involve the preparation of a qualifications register by the 
contractor for our draft contract. 

Attendance at all sessions is compulsory. It is a condition of passing the 
unit that students have attended all sessions. An attendance register will 
be maintained and students must sign in and out on this to qualify to meet 
this condition. The reason for this is that the workshop is also attended by 
non-students active in the construction industry. Attendance is both an 
opportunity to increase knowledge and an essential part of the learning for 
the unit.  

 

UNIT SCHEDULE  

 
 
Timetable 

 
The workshop will be from 8.30 am to 5pm on 2nd December (Friday) 
2016, 5th and 6th December and from 8.30 to 1pm on 7th December. 
 
Main Venue:  LAWS: [G.06] Moot Court. 
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TEXTBOOKS AND 
RESOURCES  

Recommended texts 
 
Reading materials will be provided to students after enrolment 
 

 

ASSESSMENT  
 

 

Component Weight Word 
length 

Due Date Relates to Outcomes 

Class participation 10% n/a n/a 1- 5 
Postings to Discussion 
Board 

50% Up to 
4800 
words 

2 to 9 December 
2016 

1-4 

Exam (10 December 2016) 40% n/a 12  December 2016 1-4 
 
 

  

Assessment 
items 

 

Item Title 
Component 

Description Submission Procedure for 
Assignments 

Class 
participation 

Participants will be assessed on the quality of their 
participation in classroom discussions on the second 
and third day of the course. All participants are 
expected to prepare for classes and to contribute to 
class discussions. Marks for class participation will 
be based on the extent to which a participant: 
• demonstrates that he or she is well prepared for 

class; 
• is able to identify the issues raised in the class set 

for that session; 
• participates constructively in class discussions by 

(1) answering questions if asked; and (2) 
volunteering a comment, question or answer in a 
way that is timely and develops the discussions. 

In this regard, it is the quality rather than the quantity 
of each participant’s class participation that is most 
important. 
 
Postings to the bulletin board will give a focus to the 
assessment of class participation and all participants 
will be required to speak to one of their postings 
during the course of the workshops 

n/a 

Postings to 
Discussion Board 

Participants will be assessed on 4 postings made to 
a discussion board set up for the unit on topics 
posted by the Unit Co-ordinator. Your first posting 
must be about  the first case study on  the 
qualifications register for the draft EPC contract. This 
must be made before the start of the second day of 
the workshop. 

Blackboard 

Exam A take-home exam, of 4 questions will cover all areas 
included in the course. The questions will be drawn 
from a list of 10 questions, which will be available to 
participants on the last day of the course 
 

Blackboard 
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TEACHING AND 
LEARNING 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Charter of Student 
Rights and 
Responsibilities 

The Charter of Student Rights and Responsibilities upholds the 
fundamental rights of students who undertake their education at the 
University of Western Australia.  The University's charter of Student Rights 
and Responsibilities is available at 
http://www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/charter 

Student Guild Contact details for the University Student Guild can be found at 
http://www.guild.uwa.edu.au 

ACE/AISE/CARS All newly enrolled students (at any level) are required to complete the 
Academic Conduct Essentials (ACE), More information on both these 
requirements can be found at http://www.ace.uwa.edu.au 

Information for 
students with 
disabilities 
 

UniAccess provides free services and support to UWA students who want 
to disclose a disability or a medical condition and request assistance. 

http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/life/health/uniaccess 

 
ACADEMIC LITERACY 
AND ACADEMIC 
MISCONDUCT 
Appeals against 
academic assessment 

The University of Western Australia takes very seriously the matter of 
academic conduct by students and has policies in place that define 
misconduct (including plagiarism) and the penalties that apply.  The 
consequences for misconduct can be severe, including exclusion from the 
University. 

All students are expected to make themselves aware of the definitions and 
the policies relating to academic misconduct, found at the websites below, 
and with any additional requirements or stipulations that may be provided 
by individual coordinators.  

http://www.teachingandlearning.uwa.edu.au/tl4/for_uwa_staff/policies/stud
ent_related_policies/academic_conduct 

Student Services provides an on-line plagiarism portal that includes a 
definition of plagiarism and a link to FAQ 

http://www.studentservices.uwa.edu.au/ss/learning/online_services/plagiar
ism_portal 

Important Note to Law Students: 

Academic dishonesty or misconduct may have to be reported to the 
authorities responsible for admission to the legal profession, and will be 
taken into account in deciding whether a person is suitable for admission 
as a legal practitioner. 

Appeals against academic assessment 

The full regulations governing appeals procedures are available in the 
University Handbook. Available on-line at 

http://www.universitypolicies.uwa.edu.au/welcome_to_student_policy 

http://rules.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/rules/student_rules/part_6 

 
 

http://www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/charter
http://www.guild.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.ace.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/life/health/uniaccess
http://www.teachingandlearning.uwa.edu.au/tl4/for_uwa_staff/policies/student_related_policies/academic_conduct
http://www.teachingandlearning.uwa.edu.au/tl4/for_uwa_staff/policies/student_related_policies/academic_conduct
http://www.studentservices.uwa.edu.au/ss/learning/online_services/plagiarism_portal
http://www.studentservices.uwa.edu.au/ss/learning/online_services/plagiarism_portal
http://www.universitypolicies.uwa.edu.au/welcome_to_student_policy
http://rules.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/rules/student_rules/part_6
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OTHER IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

 

Law Library 
http://www.is.uwa.edu.au/
contact/law 

The Lecture Capture System (LCS)   
Lectures timetabled in ‘lecture capture enabled venues’ are automatically 
scheduled to be captured. 

http://www.catl.uwa.edu.au/e-learning/lcs 
 
Law School Lecture Capture System policy 
http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/1282446 

Law Library 
http://www.is.uwa.edu.au/contact/law 

Study Skills 
You can access a range of StudySmarter services that can help to 
improve study, communication, English language skills, maths, writing or 
research skills.  This is a free UWA service. Student Services are located 
on the First Floor, Social Sciences Building (South Wing)  6488 2423. 
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/learning/studysmarter 

Faculty of Law Prizes 
 Faculty of Law Prizes 

http://spe.publishing.uwa.edu.au 

 
 
    

http://www.catl.uwa.edu.au/e-learning/lcs
http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/1282446
http://www.is.uwa.edu.au/contact/law
http://www.is.uwa.edu.au/contact/law
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/learning/studysmarter
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/learning/studysmarter
http://spe.publishing.uwa.edu.au/
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