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A. Masters Research Papers 
 

1.  The Aims   
 
The UWA Law School offers a range of coursework programs including graduate diploma and master courses for 
those seeking to begin or continue their learning journey with UWA. One of the Faculty’s main objectives is to 
maintain and promote quality in legal research by staff and students to facilitate and advance knowledge in law and 
the administration of justice. The aim of the Masters Research Paper units, in pursuit of this Faculty objective, is to 
foster the development of research and writing skills among the postgraduate students. Students who take these 
units are required to cultivate and demonstrate deep critical analysis, evaluation and synthesis, not only to augment 
the store of knowledge and learning about law but also to advance the process of law reform.  

 

2.  The Units 
 
There are three Masters Research Paper options- 
 
Research Paper I (LAWS5694): 6 credit points. To be completed over one semester.  Students can enrol in either 
Semester 1 or Semester 2.  The completed Research Paper should be approximately 8,500 words in length.   
 
Research Paper II (LAWS5696): 12 credit points. To be completed over one semester.  Students can enrol in either 
Semester 1 or Semester 2. The completed Research Paper should be approximately 17,000 words in length.   
 
Research Paper IIIA (LAWS5696) and Research Paper IIIB (LAWS5697): 12 credit points combined, and both 
parts A and B must be completed to fulfil the requirements of the unit. To be completed over two consecutive 
semesters. Students can commence in either Semester 1 or Semester 2.  The completed Research Paper should 
be approximately 17,000 words in length.  
 
Please note that under the unit rules Research Paper II and Research Paper III are incompatible. This means that 
a student can only enrol in and complete one of these units but not both. 
 
 

B. Procedures for this Unit 

 

STEP INDICATIVE ORDINARY TIMING 

1. Student identifies a potential thesis topic, and 
then identifies a suitable supervisor with expertise 
in this area. The supervisor will ideally be a Law 
School academic staff member. A full list of 
academic staff can be found here 
http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/contact/staff  

Either prior to semester or as early as possible in the 
Semester  

2. Student approaches the proposed supervisor to 
discuss his/her availability to supervise and the 
proposed topic. 

As early as possible in the Semester and prior to the 
last day to add a Semester 1 (or 2) unit. UWA 
Important Dates can be accessed here: 
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/course/dates/important  

3. Student submits their written proposal to the unit 
coordinator via email, and meanwhile enrolls in 
the unit online. Once the above processes are 
completed, the online enrolment will remain 
“invalid” until the written proposal is approved.    

As early as possible in the Semester and prior to the 
last day to add a Semester 1 (or 2) unit. UWA 
Important Dates can be accessed here: 
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/course/dates/important 

4. Submit the Research Paper 12 noon on the last day of the teaching semester 

5. Unit Coordinator to allocate Research Papers to 
Examiners 

During the examination period  

6. Examiner to examine the Research Paper Usually before the Board of Examiner’s Meeting 

 
 

1.  Enrolment 

http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/contact/staff
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/course/dates/important
http://www.student.uwa.edu.au/course/dates/important
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Enrolment in any of the Research Papers units requires the approval of the Unit Coordinator. This is in order to 
ensure that a suitable supervisor is available and willing to supervise the student’s research. In order to have their 
enrolment approved, students should identify and approach a suitable supervisor, and then submit a written 
proposal to the Unit Coordinator for consideration. The written proposal should contain the following information:  

(a) The title of the proposed research topic;  
(b) The name of the proposed supervisor/s; and,  
(c) Either a synopsis of the envisaged contents of the proposed Research Paper or a detailed outline of the 

method and direction that the proposed research will take (the synopsis or outline should be 500-700 
words in length).  

The written proposal should be submitted to the Unit Coordinator by way of email (theodore.bennett@uwa.edu.au). 
Additional information that may be of assistance in putting together the written proposal is included below. 
 
As soon as possible after submission of the proposal, the Unit Coordinator will inform the student in writing as to 
whether their enrolment has been approved. Enrolment in this unit will be approved only if the proposed supervisor 
approves the student's proposed research topic and agrees to act as their supervisor. 
 

2.  Finding a Suitable Supervisor 
 
 
The first step for students who want to enrol in a Research Paper unit is to select a research topic and approach 
appropriate members of the academic staff of the Law Faculty in order to find a suitable supervisor. The supervisor 
must be a member of the UWA academic staff, however, with the approval of the Higher Degrees Committee a 
person from outside this University may act as supervisor in a joint supervisory arrangement with a UWA academic 
staff member. 
 
The research interests of UWA academic staff are listed on the Faculty’s website (see: 
http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/research and individual staff member profiles), as is more detailed information about 
broader research centres and research networks. While various members of the academic staff, or indeed anybody 
else, may be consulted in the early phases of identifying and refining a research topic and research question, 
usually only one member of the academic staff of the Law School may be the formal supervisor. The Unit 
Coordinator may approve the appointment of two people as joint supervisors. This may be done when, for 
example, one supervisor may be taking study leave for part of the year or when the subject of the research 
transcends one supervisor’s expertise.  
 
If a student is unsure who might be a suitable supervisor, or cannot find a suitable member of staff to act as a 
supervisor, the student should make this known to the Unit Coordinator. The Unit Coordinator will make every 
endeavour to find a suitable supervisor. The Unit Coordinator cannot compel a member of the academic staff of the 
Faculty, or a person from outside the Faculty, to supervise a Research Paper which they are unwilling to supervise. 
If all endeavours fail and a suitable supervisor cannot be found, the Unit Coordinator may decide the student 
cannot proceed with their enrolment in the unit unless the student changes their research topic.  
 
Students should ascertain the supervisor’s requirements for submission of drafts of the Research Paper, provision 
of assistance and feedback, pruning of drafts and so forth. Some supervisors insist that students should have a 
regular schedule for submission of draft chapters for comment and criticism, and insist that the final draft be 
furnished to the supervisor for that purpose several weeks before the due date, so that amendments (if any) may 
be incorporated.  
 

3.  Submission of Written Proposal 
 
Once the student has developed a rough idea of the research topic and the research question that they wish to 
explore in the Research Paper, it should be discussed with the intended supervisor. Ultimately, the formulation of 
the research topic and the ultimate research question is the student’s responsibility. Some advice on choosing a 
research topic is included in Section C below. The supervisor’s responsibility at this stage is to ensure that the 
proposed research topic and ultimate research question is of a suitable character and dimension.  
 
The obtaining of early assistance of potential supervisors is recommended. In order to have enrolment approved in 
a timely manner, it is recommended that thought about research topics and research questions, and discussion 
about these with potential supervisors, should occur during December, January and February. It is usually much 
too late to begin seeking a research question and thinking about supervision once the academic year has begun.  
 

The envisaged contents or the detailed outline of the method and direction of the proposed research that are set 
out in the written proposal will not be regarded as binding upon the student. It is common for any researcher’s 
ideas to develop with greater depth of reading and thinking in the chosen field. In particular, it is expected that the 
research topic identified in the written proposal will be further refined into a more precise research question. 
However, it is essential for the written proposal to contain a clear outline of the research topic.  

http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/research
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C. Choosing a Research Topic 
 
The choice of a topic on which to write a research essay, and the refinement of that topic, is often found to be the 
most difficult part of writing a paper. Students seeking to choose and refine a topic should meet with the Unit 
Coordinator/supervisor for guidance. There are some additional comments by way of guidance that can be made 
here:  
 

1.  Narrowing the Topic 
 
The choice of a research topic is not something which can be undertaken lightly, simply because the student 
enjoyed a particular part of the relevant coursework unit or has a vague interest in a legal area. It is insufficient to 
propose, for example, “to examine the foreign affairs power of the Commonwealth” or “to examine the law relating 
to charities in Australia”.  
 
What is required for the research topic is a more focused topic than the broad legal areas referred to above. For 
instance:  

“to examine the Australian legal constraints on accumulation of income by charities”.  
 
After some initial research , the focused research topic should be refined to a research question(s). For instance:  

“Are the current Australian legal restrictions on the accumulation of income by charities justified by tax 
expenditure and perpetuities rationales? If not, how should the Australian legal restrictions be reformed to 
better match those rationales?”  

 
These research questions should then be rephrased in the form of a thesis for the purposes of the Research 
Paper:  

“It is this paper’s thesis that Australian legal restrictions on the accumulation of income by charities are not 
justified by tax expenditure and perpetuities rationales and need to be reformed”.  

 
In moving from a general to a more focused research topic and then refining that topic into a research question(s), 
it is helpful to:  
• Start with “who”, “what”. “when”, “where”, “why” and “how” questions.  
• Identify sources of disagreement in the literature or case law.  
• Think about context and history.  
 
When formulating a research topic (and later refining that topic into a research question), students should be 
cognisant of the marking criteria for the Research Paper, particularly the criteria relating to the importance and 
significance of the research question. 
  
For more tips on refining the research topic and research question, see, eg:  
• Wayne C Booth et al, The Craft of Research (University of Chicago Press, 3rd ed, 2008)  
• Keith Punch, Developing Effective Research Proposals (SAGE, 2nd ed 2006)  
• Keith Punch, Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches (SAGE, 2nd ed, 2005)  

 
Ultimately, more is expected of the Research Paper than the provision of a simple digest and exposition of the law 
in a particularly well-established area of law. This is especially so when that area is well trodden by commentary 
and criticism in secondary materials. Of course, if the area of law is new and developing, and on which there is no, 
or no substantial, commentary, then an original exposition of the area may well be the subject of an excellent 
Research Paper. Nonetheless, even if the Research Paper aims to expose the newly developing law, there must 
be a thesis. That is, there must be an hypothesis that constitutes the backbone of the Research Paper, which is 
presented, subjected to scrutiny, defended, and about which conclusions are drawn.  
 
It is an inherent feature of this that a student wishing to write a Research Paper must have undertaken a program 
of reading about his or her topic before, or in conjunction with, approaching a member of the academic staff to act  
as a supervisor. This reading must be directed towards identification of current issues in a particular area of law or 
the administration of justice. 
 

2.  Identification of Current Issues 
 
The current issues of controversy in a particular area of law or its administration may become apparent from 
undergraduate classes, postgraduate classes or from studying the latest issues of periodicals within the subject 
area.  
 
However, there are other avenues of assistance that students looking for a research topic or research question 
may wish to explore. Sometimes, the issues that are current in a given area of law or its administration may 
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become apparent in discussions with potential supervisors. Members of the Faculty’s academic staff, including 
those associated with the Research Centres within this Faculty (eg, Centre for Mining, Energy and Natural 
Resources Law), may have research projects which require research assistance and may be prepared to provide 
students with a research question to dovetail with those projects.  
 
A research topic and then a research question may also be developed from work a student is asked to undertake in 
the course of vacation employment or from discussions with people in institutions or firms where the student has 
been employed. In addition to the above suggestions, there are other bodies that may have research questions 
upon which they require assistance and which can be the subject of Research Papers. In the past, students have 
found assistance by contacting the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia, the Environmental Protection 
Authority, the Australian Council of Trade Unions or other industry or regulatory bodies within a field of enterprise in 
which the student has an interest. Frequently, bodies such as these have research projects with which they need 
assistance. In the past, they have been able to provide students with guidance about the nature of the research 
needed, on condition that assistance is given to those bodies.  
 

 

D. Preparing the Research Paper 
 
In the research and writing of assignments there are few hard and fast rules. However, from the collective 
experience of members of the academic staff of the Law School, several features stand out as matters on which 
examiners have commented as being material in their assessment of the quality of research papers.  
 

1.  Introduction and Conclusion 
 
Examiners frequently comment upon the presence, or absence, of a clear Introduction and Conclusion.  
 
The Introduction should set out the thesis that is being advanced. It is like an outline of the argument to be 
presented in court. It should leave the reader in no doubt about the gravamen of the paper. It should endeavour to 
set forth the social, commercial or other significance of the thesis. The Introduction is the first contact that 
examiners have with theses, so great pains should be taken over its construction. The persuasive value of the 
Research Paper may depend upon it. The Introduction should not only explain briefly the significance of the 
research question but should also explain the method by which that research question is to be presented, that is, 
the issues to be explored in subsequent chapters.  
 
The Conclusion should bear a logical relationship with the Introduction and the arguments presented in the 
Research Paper, as well as drawing together the threads of, or consolidating, the arguments in the ensuing 
chapters. It should not be skimpy, rushed or limp.  

 

2.  Research 
 
A Research Paper conveys a favourable impression by the depth of research skills that have been marshalled. It is 
expected that the research will be thorough, and bring to light up-to-date case law (both reported and unreported), 
statutory amendments, governmental reports and so forth. It must show that the student is familiar with the 
standard primary or secondary sources (if appropriate).  
 
While some supervisors may choose to assist students with the provision of references, at least in the early stages, 
any student attempting to write a Research Paper must have developed sound legal research skills. The use of 
citators, digests, current law updaters and law data bases must become second nature. Students must be 
thoroughly familiar not only with standard computerised retrieval systems, but also with standard print referencing 
systems. Students are urged to re-acquaint themselves with one of the standard texts on legal research methods, 
such as that by Campbell, Lee and Tooher, Legal Research: Materials and Methods, 4th ed, Law Book Co, 1996 
(or later editions).  
 
If the nature of the Research Paper relies upon empirical assertions, and especially if they are fundamental to the 
thesis of the Research Paper, then support for them is required. This may be by way of citation of statistical 
information, for example from yearbooks or reports of governmental authorities, or from interdisciplinary sources, or 
from various governmental or other reports.  

 

3.  Analytical Skills 
 
It is axiomatic that, if appropriate to the nature of the Research Paper, the student must demonstrate a high level of 
technical legal skills; for example, in analysis of case law and statutory interpretation. It must be shown that there is 
a sound understanding of the body of law in the selected area, with a good appreciation of the underlying policy 
issues.  
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The Research Paper must display clarity, confidence, consistency and thoroughness in the handling of the 
materials. The argument must be cogent, in that it supports the central thesis and leads to the conclusion to be 
drawn.  
 
Of equal importance to the technical legal skills is the bringing to bear of critical analysis of the law and policy 
issues underlying it. That is, the Research Paper must display a high level of academic scholarship.  
 
High quality may be found by an examiner in the fact that the student has undertaken original research in the area 
on which he or she has chosen to write. That research may be in the form of finding unreported cases of the 
Supreme Court of Western Australia, or in the form of unearthing empirical data about the topic. For another 
Research Paper, high quality may be found in the fact that the student attempts a synthesis of the primary 
materials (reported cases or statutory provisions) in an insightful manner in circumstances where there is little 
guidance from commentators in the secondary literature. High quality may be found in another case in the manner 
in which the student is able to offer a critical analysis of existing primary and secondary materials, such that 
accepted dogma is challenged and refuted. In yet another instance, high quality may be found in the fact that the 
student undertakes an analysis of the social policies underlying a particular feature of the law in order to expose 
shortcomings in achieving those policies. Or it may be found in the challenging of those policies as no longer being 
appropriate.  
 
A very common thread in the fabric of examiners’ comments is that a student presenting a sound Research Paper 
has displayed critical thought about, and scrutiny of, established legal doctrines and dogma, and has not simply 
accepted them without question. However, this critical approach should not involve a mere repetition of others’ 
views. As an examiner once put it, a student should not fail to take the risk of putting his or her own views forward. 
Examiners seek a treatment which transcends the purely descriptive, or purely derivative, and offers originality of 
personal analysis and comments from the student.  
 
Even if the Research Paper is mainly expository or descriptive – for example, because the area is not well written 
on and there is still scope for a descriptive style of Research Paper – examiners will look for a high quality of 
independent analysis and expression of a point of view.  
 
However, while personal comment and criticism is of major importance, thorough research is needed to ensure that 
those views are not simply ill-informed nor reiteration of others’ views. Students need to be wary about re-invention 
of the wheel. Personal comment and criticism will only be of any value if the student has shown a familiarity with 
the views of others, but has reason to reject them as not being adequate or specifically relevant to the task the 
student has set for himself or herself. A good Research Paper will subject the views of other authors, 
commentators, reporting bodies such as law reform commissions, government committees, as well as judges and 
legislators, to the student’s reasoned critical scrutiny. For this reason, thorough research is the keystone of a good 
Research Paper.  

 

4.  Organisation of Materials 
 
Time needs to be spent in considering the order in which materials are presented. The order must flow logically. If 
the treatment in one chapter relies upon acceptance of a view that constitutes a conclusion in another chapter, then 
that latter chapter should precede the former chapter. There is nothing more distracting for a reader to encounter 
part of an argument that had been pursued earlier and to have to re-read the earlier treatment in order to pick up 
the threads of that argument.  
 
Students should strongly resist the temptation to include in the Research Paper every item that they have 
uncovered in their research, if those items are not essential to the development of the argument. Too frequently, 
the impression is given that material has been included simply to add bulk to the Research Paper or simply to 
demonstrate the breadth of research. Most frequently, examiners comment critically upon the fact that a student 
may have sacrificed depth for the sake of breadth or upon the fact that a Research Paper may comprise a lengthy 
and pedestrian regurgitation of well-established and uncontroversial principles of law before coming to the 
important point of the Paper. One necessary consequence of this is that the Research Paper may become too 
long, lose focus and fail to come to any satisfactory conclusion.  
 
It cannot be stressed too much that students must be ruthless in culling extraneous materials from their early 
drafts. The word limit is tight and great self-discipline is necessary to ensure that the final draft is as crisp and as 
economical as possible without sacrificing cogency. The early part of the research will produce the temptation to 
write in great detail about all materials unearthed in the research. This is perfectly natural, in the process of 
familiarisation with the area. However, students should treat these notes as a database of information only, and 
from which they must select only that which is absolutely vital for the Research Paper. It has not been uncommon 
to see first drafts reduced by 50 per cent or more by the time a paper is nearing final draft.  
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If a Research Paper takes a comparative approach, involving analysis of the law and its social context in varying 
jurisdictions, this is usually more effective if done thematically. That is, by weaving the developments in different 
countries into the treatment of a particular issue in one part of the Research Paper before moving onto the next 
issue. This usually produces a far more cogent work than considering all the issues and developments in different 
jurisdictions seriatim and as if they are discrete and unrelated.  
 
Every student should expect to have to subject his or her Research Paper to several revisions and several proof-
reading sessions before it is in final form for submission.  

 

5.  The Function of the Supervisor 
 
The following points outline the role of the supervisor in the preparation of a Research Paper- 

 It is the responsibility of the student to seek the assistance of the supervisor, and a supervisor is not 
expected to have to pursue contact with the student; 

 It is recommended that supervisors check a student's progress by periodic consultation throughout the 
unit for guidance on progress and quality of research and writing; 

 Reading of drafts by supervisors is invaluable, but assumes little point as the deadline for submission of 
the Research Paper draws near;  

 Regardless of the extent of the supervisor’s assistance, the Research Paper is for all purposes to be the 
work of the student alone, and to reflect neither credit nor discredit upon the supervisor; and, 

 Supervisors are not to be regarded as proof-readers whose task it is to pick up grammatical, syntactical, 
spelling or referencing errors.  

 

E. Submission of the Research Paper 
 

1.  Length 
 
The word limit of the Research Paper will be set out in the relevant Unit Outline, as it varies across the different 
Research Paper units. The word count of a Research Paper excludes footnotes or endnotes (provided they adhere 
to the Law School policy on the use of footnotes at http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/students/policies/assessment), table 
of contents, bibliography, table of cases, table of statutes or any appendices that do not form part of the material 
submitted for examination. All words, including definite and indefinite articles, real nouns, headings and quotations 
are included in the word count.  
 
Marking penalties will apply to any Research Paper that exceeds the word limit. 
 

2.  Style and Format 
 
While there is no rigid style guide for the presentation of Research Papers, it is strongly suggested that students 
follow the style adopted by the Australian Guide to Legal Citation, published by the Melbourne University Law 
Review Association (3rd edn., 2012). 
  
There are some minimal standards of presentation that must be observed.  
 
(a) Typewritten Research Papers in English  

Hard copies of Research Papers must be typewritten on good quality A4 paper, be cleanly presented, and be in the 
English language. The typewriting must be with one and half or double spacing between lines. Typing of the 
Research Paper is the responsibility of the student. Some financial assistance may be provided by the Law School 
for students who experience financial difficulty in complying with these requirements. Students who anticipate 
financial difficulty should discuss their concerns with the Unit Coordinator or the Associate Dean of Students of the 
Law School.  
 
(b) Footnotes  

Students are urged to use the Australian Guide to Legal Citation and adhere to the Law School policy on the use of 
footnotes (at http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/students/policies/assessment).  
 
(c) Introduction  

An Introduction should be provided to serve as a synopsis or summary of the Research Paper. See the earlier 
section about the importance of the Introduction.  
 
(d) Headings and Sub-Headings  

Care should be taken to ensure that there is a natural and logical break between one chapter and another, and 
between one subdivision within a chapter and another. Whenever possible, natural subdivisions should be marked 

http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/students/policies/assessment
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by headings or sub-headings. Headings and subheadings may be sequentially numbered or lettered. This is 
especially important for chapter titles.  
 
It is a sound suggestion for students to present a short summary of each chapter at the end of each chapter of 
substantive argument. This assists not only the reader, but also will assist the student to draw the threads of the 
arguments together when it comes time to write the Conclusion.  
 
(e) Language and Expression  

Examiners frequently comment adversely about verbosity, prolixity, turgid and laboured use of jargon (legal or 
otherwise), and complexity and length of sentences. While colloquialism should be avoided, it is possible to write 
upon legal matters in a style that is simple, concise and clear. Indeed, the tight word limit demands that students 
write clearly and simply. Students should ask for guidance on this from their supervisors. Perhaps an even better 
test is to ask a friend, who is not a lawyer or a law student, to read an early draft of the Research Paper.  
 
(f) Quotations  

Quotations should be used sparingly and judiciously. Research Papers should avoid stringing together lengthy 
quotations of various commentators and critics, or from judgments or excerpts from statutes. Of course, some 
quotation is desirable, even inevitable. However, too many quotations can give the impression that the student has 
nothing of any originality to say.  
 
(g) Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation  

This should be of the highest order. Spell-checkers on word processors are valuable aids, provided that the 
spelling is that currently accepted in Australia. However, there is no substitute for conscientious and painstaking 
proof-reading.  
 
(h) Case and Statute Tables and Bibliography  

Case and statute tables, if appropriate, should be included at the beginning or the end of the Research Paper. The 
case list should be organised in alphabetical order by name of the party whose name appears first in the title of the 
case. Cases from the criminal jurisdiction should ordinarily be cited as they are in the report from which the case 
has been drawn, but the use of only the name of the accused/appellant is common and acceptable.  
 
A thorough bibliography of secondary materials (articles, books, research reports, law reform reports and so forth) 
must be included. This bibliography must be set out in alphabetical order of authors. In the case of institutional 
reports, where no personal author is nominated, the name of the institution should be shown as the author. In the 
case of some anonymous law review comments, these may be listed under “Comment” or “Anonymous”.  
 
(i) Appendices  

Appendices may be read by the examiner and the assessor but do not form part of the examinable material. While 
appendices are not encouraged, it is recognised that in some circumstances attachment of appendices to a 

Research Paper may be desirable. Examples of the materials that should be placed in an appendix are:  

 reports or other documents that may be referred to in the Research Paper but which are not well-known, 
and are not publicly or conveniently available in the Beasley Law Library;  

 unreported judgments that are not readily available in the Beasley Law Library or on standard electronic 
law data bases;  

 questionnaires, statements or other survey instruments that have been the basis of empirical data-
gathering for the purpose of the Research Paper; or  

 mathematical or statistical analyses that have been the basis for comment or tabular or chart presentation 
in the body of the Research Paper.  

 
Before attaching appendices, make sure that copyright has been considered. For more information, see the library 
guide at: http://guides.is.uwa.edu.au/content.php?pid=389189&sid=3189407  
 
(j) Proof-Reading  

It cannot be emphasised strongly enough that a Research Paper must be thoroughly proof-read and corrected, not 
only for spelling, grammatical and other errors but also to ensure that slips of legal technique do not appear; eg that 
a Bill is not called an Act, that a decision is not termed that of a court when it is of a dissentient and so forth.  
 

3.  Method of Submission 
 
The deadline for submission of Research Papers will be 12 noon on the last day of the teaching semester and will 
be specifically advised in the relevant Unit Outline. Applications for extension of this deadline may be made in 
writing to the Associate Dean of Students. Marking penalties will apply to any Research Paper that is submitted 
after the due date and without an extension. 
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Research Papers should be submitted via email to the Unit Coordinator’s email address, with the Supervisor’s 
email address CC’ed into the correspondence. The Unit Coordinator’s email address can be found in the relevant 
Unit Outline. 
 

F. Marking the Research Paper 
 
 

1.  Markers 
 
The marking of Research Papers is undertaken by one examiner. The examiner may be drawn from members of 
the academic staff of the Law Faculty, members of the academic staff of other Law Schools or members of the 
legal or related professions.   
 

2.  Marking Guidelines 
 
The Faculty has adopted the following Marking Guidelines specifying the indicia of academic excellence and the 
guideline range of marks according to qualitative criteria. 
 
Indicia of Academic Excellence 
 

Markers should award marks for a number of indicia of academic excellence in a Research Paper and should 
address these specifically in their report. These indicia should include: 
 
(a)   Substance 

 linkage between the introduction, the body of the paper and the conclusion 

 identification, development and defence of the thesis of the paper  

 research and retrieval of relevant primary and secondary information 

 coherence in legal and conceptual analysis 

 understanding of interaction of law and policy in area 

 critical analysis and thought 

 focussed, integrated and logical development of structure and ideas 

 overall persuasiveness 
 

(b)   Presentation 

 marshalling of primary and secondary authorities 

 economy and clarity of language 

 observance of word limitations 

 appropriate footnotes or endnotes, paragraphs, headings and chapters 

 attribution of others’ work 

 appropriate use of quotations 
 

 
Categories, Marks and Conceptual Criteria 

The following conceptual criteria are indicative only, and the fact that an examiner might classify a Research Paper 
as deserving of a particular grade category does not mean that the examiner must make a positive finding on every 
criterion listed for that category. Higher achievement in some aspects may be offset by a lesser achievement in 
others and so see the category and mark recommended lying in between. In general, research papers that are 
graded as High Distinction or Distinction should be strong in all areas. 
 
High Distinction  

A mark of 85% or better 

Substance: A Research Paper that is absolutely outstanding on all indicia; the area of the paper is a challenging or 

difficult one; exploration and treatment of the topic is independent, original and insightful; outstanding theoretical 
framework and conceptual analysis; development and argument of Research Paper is exceptional; research has 
uncovered or created novel material; mastery and strong critical evaluation of primary and secondary materials (if 
there are any). 
Presentation: Concise, clear and persuasive written expression; appropriate use and differentiation of chapters, 
paragraphs and sentences; use of footnotes and quotations is of the highest order to enhance the text; no flaws of 
grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
 
A mark of 80-85% 

Substance: A Research Paper that is outstanding on important indicia; the area of the Research Paper is a difficult 
one; exploration and treatment of the topic is independent, original and insightful in part; theoretical framework and 
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conceptual analysis is of a high calibre; thesis is well developed and argued; research has been thorough and 
exhaustive; mastery of primary and secondary materials. 
Presentation: Concise, clear and persuasive written expression; appropriate use and differentiation of chapters, 

paragraphs and sentences; use of footnotes and quotations is very good; only a few minor blemishes in grammar, 
spelling and punctuation, but not so as to detract from overall presentation. 
 
Distinction  

A mark of 75-79% 

Substance: A Research Paper that has a few excellent aspects, or is generally very competent, but suffers a few 
small defects of substance; the area of the thesis is a difficult one; treatment of the topic is occasionally original and 
insightful; theoretical framework and conceptual analysis is consistent and sound; display of very competent 
research skills; primary and secondary materials melded in development of the thesis. 
Presentation: Generally sound written expression; appropriate use and differentiation of chapters, paragraphs and 
sentences; use of footnotes and quotations is sound; a few minor blemishes of grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
 

A mark of 70-74% 

Substance: A Research Paper that has a few aspects that are very well done, but these were counterbalanced by 

some defects of substance; the area of the thesis is a common one and analyses are sound but derivative; 
treatment of the topic, while coherent, is only occasionally original, and usually the approaches have been taken 
before; theoretical framework and conceptual analysis is sound but unimaginative; research has not disclosed 
some important materials; primary and secondary materials have been handled competently. 
Presentation: Generally sound written expression; usually appropriate use and differentiation of chapters, 
paragraphs and sentences; use of footnotes and quotations is sound; rather too many flaws in grammar, spelling 
and punctuation. 
 
Credit 

A mark of 60-69% 

Substance: A Research Paper that has few aspects that are very well done; the area of the thesis is a common one 

and analyses are almost wholly derivative; treatment of the topic, while coherent, is rarely original, and the 
approaches are well-trodden; theoretical framework and conceptual analysis is sound but unimaginative; research 
has not disclosed some important materials; primary and secondary materials have not been well handled. 
Presentation: Generally competent written expression; inappropriate use and differentiation of chapters, 
paragraphs and sentences; use of footnotes and quotations is overdone or underdone; distracting flaws in 
grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
 
Pass  

A mark of 50 -59%  

Substance: A Research Paper that has no aspect that has been well done; the area of the Research Paper is a 
common one and analyses are pedestrian; treatment of the topic is occasionally incoherent, distorted or 
unbalanced; theoretical framework and conceptual analysis is lacking; research has not been of adequate 
standard; significant gaps in management of primary and secondary materials. 
Presentation: Far too many errors in written expression; inappropriate use and differentiation of chapters, 
paragraphs and sentences; use of footnotes and quotations is overdone or underdone; patterned flaws in grammar, 
spelling and punctuation. 
 
Fail 
 
A mark of 49% or less 

 
Substance: A Research Paper that has no aspect that has been completed satisfactorily; the topic of the paper is a 
common one and analysis is insufficient and/or defective; treatment of the topic is often incoherent, distorted or 
unbalanced; theoretical framework and conceptual analysis is absent; research has been to an inadequate 
standard; major gaps in management of primary and secondary materials. 
Presentation: Frequent errors in written expression; inadequate structure and use of chapters, paragraphs and 
sentences; use of footnotes and quotations is significantly overdone or underdone; serious flaws in grammar, 
spelling and punctuation. 
 
 

3.  Examiner’s Responsibilities 
 
The examiner is responsible for preparing a draft report on the Research Paper, which draft report should canvass 
the scholarly strengths and weaknesses of the Research Paper, its presentation and the mark that the examiner 
proposes to recommend to the Board of Examiners in Law. It is the examiner’s responsibility to submit his or her 
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final iteration of the report without undue delay to the Unit Coordinator for presentation to the Board of Examiners in 
Law. The content of the final iteration and the recommendation of the mark is the sole responsibility of the 
examiner. All reports must identify the examiner, unless, in truly exceptional circumstances, the Committee permits 
the report to be anonymous.   
 

4.  Availability of Reports 
 
Each student will be emailed a copy of the examiner’s report pertaining to his or her Research Paper once the 
Faculty of Law has agreed to publish the results. Examiners’ reports cease to be confidential once the unit results 
have been received and passed by the Board of Examiners in Law and the Faculty of Law. 
 
A student is entitled to discuss the report with the supervisor, or any other person. In the event that a student is 
aggrieved by the mark for the Research Paper, he or she may appeal that mark. Attention is drawn to the 
provisions, especially Regulation 12, of the University’s Regulations for Appeals Against Academic Assessment. 
Details of the Appeals process including time limits for lodgement of appeals can be found at: 
http://www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/appeals  
 

http://www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/appeals

